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Lexus LS 460 blends performance, styling, comfort

On Buisly

AUTOMOTIVE EDITOR

LET’S TALK CARS

The new 2007 Lexus LS 460 is an
amazing automobile. Aside from the
fact that it is a wonderful blend of per-
formance, styling and comfort, it also
parks itself.

Duing a recent press preview in
northwest Georgia, automotive journal-
ists were amazed when they were given
the opportunity to try out the new
Advanced Parking Guidance System
option available on the new Lexus. It is
safe, simple and easy to use.

The technology utilizes a camera posi-
tioned in the rear of the car, the naviga-
tion monitor in the dash, sonar sensors
and the electric power steering system to
automatically guide the car into a parking
spot. Simply position the car alongside
another vehicle parked at the curb, as you
would for any parallel parking situation.
The camera views the parking space and
transmits the picture to the monitor and
the information to a computer, which
sizes up the space and projects the param-

eters to the monitor. The driver clicks
autopark, manipulates the lines on the
screen to the designated position and
puts the transmission in reverse.

The car then automatically backs itself
into the parking spot, neatly and precise-
ly. With hands off the steering wheel, the
driver still controls the movement of the
car with a foot on the brake pedal, but the
computer does all the maneuvering to get
the car into the space.

And, there are two modes. The com-
puter also will back the Lexus from the
street into a driveway or garage.

But, that isn’t all that’s impressive
about this fourth generation of the
Lexus flagship sedan. Now, for the first
time ever in Lexus’ history, there is a
long-wheelbase model in the lineup (it’s
4.8 inches longer), a model meant for
the high-end of the segment where a
chauffeured vehicle is the necessity.

As for appearance, the new LS has
an elegant, sensual look, with smooth,
flowing lines that blend into a short rear
deck and an integrated rear spoiler.

Under the hood, the big Lexus has
an allnew 4.6-liter V-8 engine mated to
an equally allnew and exceptionally
smooth eight-speed automatic transmis-
sion, which Lexus says is the world’s
first. The new engine produces 380 hp
and 367 foot-pounds of torque. It’s the
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first all-new V-8 engine since the brand’s
launch and features an innovative elec-
tric motor-driven Variable Valve Timing
with intelligence and electronically con-
trolled intake cam (VVTHE). Lexus
engineers say the dual VVI- combina-
tion of electrically controlled intake and
hydraulically controlled exhaust gives
the car better engine-startup operation
and high-output performance.

The new powerplant allows the LS
460 to clock 0-to-60 mph in about 5.4
seconds, while gas mileage is estimated
at 19 mpg around town and 27 mpg on
the highway.

This new Lexus L.S460 is a marvel in
ride comfort. There is little or no noise

in the cabin and bumps in the road are
hardly felt, thanks to innovations in the
car’s body structure, steering and sus-
pension. The LS is built on a sophisti-
cated new platform that utilizes a front
and rear multi-link suspension system.
The LS rides on 18-inch, nine-spoke alu-
minum alloy wheels and all-season tires.

Base price on the 2007 LS 460 is
$61,000 and $71,000 for the long
wheelbase model.

Ron Beasley is the automotive editor for
Community Newspapers. He may be contact-
ed by calling 305-662-2277, ext. 261, or by
addressing  email  correspondence  to
<LetsTalkCars@aol.com>.
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