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United Way needs your help

BY LUIS FERNANDEZ-ROCHA
Co-chair of United Way
Annual Campaign

With the holiday
season upon us and a
thankfully quiet hurri-
cane season nearly
behind us, it is a per-
fect time to stop, look
around and take
stock. Many of us have
so much to be grateful for that, at times,
we lose sight of the big picture. I have
heard it said, “Service is the rent you pay
for room on this earth.” If this is true, is
your check past due?

As Miami Dade County flourishes,
with a spectacular new arts center and an
ever-changing skyline of shiny new con-
dos and offices, we cannot forget about
the people living in the shadows — people
who face everyday struggles, such as
poverty, hunger and abuse. With a com-
munity as large and diverse as ours,
addressing those issues can seem over-
whelming.

The good news is that there is an
organization committed to improving
lives and strengthening the entire com-
munity. For more than seven decades,
United Way of Miami-Dade has advocat-
ed for change, brought people together
and raised funds to help those in need.
For the second straight year, I have the
privilege of serving as co-chair of United
Way’s annual campaign, this year with
Sheldon Anderson of Northern Trust
Bank. Every year, you see the pledge
cards at your work, listen to the pitch,
and hopefully make a donation. The
question is, do you know where your
money is going and whom it is helping?
At United Way of Miami-Dade, the
answer is clear, and the results are real.

During the past three years, United
Way of Miami-Dade has become increas-
ingly focused and strategic in our respons-
es to community issues. With the help of
hundreds of dedicated volunteers and
field experts, we created new goals and
objectives based on the needs of our com-
munity. Through research and assess-

ment, we decided to focus on four key
areas: helping kids and families lead suc-
cessful lives; promoting healthy living and
independence; responding to emergency
and basic needs; and encouraging neigh-
borhood and civic involvement. We want
to address the root cause of a problem,
not simply provide a quick fix. It is not all
about money — many times the solution
requires advocating for better policies, or
simply getting people to work together.

United Way of Miami-Dade has also
established a more effective way to meas-
ure the progress of the programs we
fund, so that we can more clearly report
results back to the community. We keep
track of not only the number of people
who receive help, but more importantly
how their lives are changed for the better.
We recently concluded our first year
under the new and improved community
plan - the results are encouraging. Here
are just a few examples of how we have
made a difference in Miami-Dade:

Last year, a program supported by the
community plan screened 2,500 unin-
sured women for breast and cervical can-
cer. 500 of these women required addi-
tional care and were referred for addi-
tional services.

A leadership program, targeting
Hispanic and other minority youth stu-
dents, resulted in a 97 percent of those
students staying in school.

Through a program supported by the
community plan, 556 individuals and fami-
lies, who could not afford housing on their
own, secured permanent housing.

United Way of Miami-Dade has a
clear plan for changing community con-
ditions. But we cannot do it alone. You
make the difference. Together we can
achieve what matters most — improved
individual lives and a stronger, healthier
Miami-Dade County. If you would like to
find out more about United Way of
Miami-Dade, including how to give,
please visit our website at <unitedwaymia-
mi.org>.

Luis FerndndexRocha is vice president and
general manager of WLTV Channel 23,
Univision’s Miami owned-and-operated affiliate.
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