
‘Music Together’ offers unique teaching method
BY LINDA RODRIGUEZ BERNFELD

Music is supposed to be good for
babies; so good that exposure to music
is said to help improve a child’s math
skills.

To expose their children to music,
parents call in Melissa Feldman, owner
of Miami Kids Music and franchise
owner of the Music Together program.

“It’s a music and movement pro-
gram that we do with parents or care-
givers with their children,” Feldman
says. “It’s from birth to five years old.
We do chants, finger play, large move-
ment and we also play with instru-
ments such as shaker eggs, scarves and
drums.”

Feldman says the Music Together
program is researched based and was
started in Princeton, New Jersey. Music
Together franchise owners are trained
and undergo continuing education to
keep the program fresh and best for
the kids.

“Music Together classes are based
on the concept that all children are
musical and all children can learn to
sing in tune, keep a beat and partici-
pate in music of our culture if their
environment supports this type of
learning,” Feldman says. “These chil-
dren have basic music competence.
They are ready to pick up a musical
instrument after that.”

Feldman is a professional actress
and singer. She received a bachelor of
fine arts in theater performance from
the University of Florida. After receiv-
ing her degree, she moved to New
York where she worked off Broadway.
She moved back to South Florida in
1990 — to Miami six years ago — with
her ex-husband. She also has a degree
in early childhood education from
Barry University.

“I did two shows off Broadway,”
Feldman says. “Then I met my now for-
mer husband and moved back down
here.”

She was married to a rabbi, but
divorced in 2003. 

“That year, when I didn’t know
what I was going to do,” she says, “I
had to find something that worked.”

Her sister in Texas told her about
the Music Together program and con-
vinced her to fly to Dallas and they did
the program together.

“I just fell completely in love with
the program,” she says. “It’s an incred-
ible teaching program for the chil-
dren; not only that, it’s a beautiful
bonding for parents and the chil-
dren.”

The kids and parents in the pro-
gram meet once a week for 45 min-
utes. Each session lasts 10 weeks. The
program has several different loca-
tions, including Pinecrest Gardens.

“Right now, we are teaching eight
classes a week at Pinecrest Gardens,”
she says. “Next semester we are proba-
bly going to have more classes. In
Pinecrest, we run classes Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings and
afternoons. That’s probably my largest
center.”

Her other locations include Doral,
Miami Beach and North Miami Beach.
She has one other woman who is

teaching with her and she is mentor-
ing two more who will start soon.

“It’s a blast; they have a great time,”
Feldman says. “Their parents have a
great time and their caregivers have a
great time. You’ll see dads and moms
together, dads or moms alone and
grandparents with their grandchil-
dren.”

For information, call 305-674-0500
or visit <www.miamikidsmusic.com>.

Pictured (l-r) are Carola Mato and her daughter, Carola Sofia, with Jennifer Levy and her daughter, Jordyn.
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