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BY ROSA HERNANDEZ

Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-
FL) recently met with Warren Lally, 22,
of West Dade. Lally, the first student
Diaz-Balart nominated to a service acad-
emy, graduated from West Point in May.
Lally visited Diaz-Balart’s Washington
office and toured the U.S. Capitol.

“I am very proud of Warren’s
accomplishments and the commit-
ment he has made to our nation.
There is not a better person to join the
ranks of our fine men and women in
uniform. I am honored that he will
represent our community and I know
that he will do so with great skill and
dignity,” Diaz-Balart said.

Lally is in the Air Defense Artillery
Branch of the Army and upon gradua-
tion completed Airborne School at Ft.
Benning, GA. In September he will
return to Georgia for leadership train-
ing and will be stationed in Ft. Bliss, TX,
in October.

“It’s not the popular decision but my
goal is to go to Iraq,” said Lally.

“Graduating from West Point and not
going to Iraq is like investing years in
medical school and then never per-
forming surgery.”

He was awarded a Bachelor of
Science with a concentration in Latin
American Studies. He speaks Spanish,
Portuguese and English. He also played
water polo at West Point.

Lally was born and raised in west
Miami-Dade County and attended
Christopher Columbus High School.
His older brother, Ryan Lally, was nom-
inated to the U.S. Naval Academy in
2000 by Congressman Lincoln Diaz-
Balart (R-FL).

“I want to make a difference. I want
to lead the troops,” Warren Lally said.
“People may survive because of my
leadership.”

Diaz-Balart will host Academy Day
on Sept. 8 at the Homestead Air
Reserve Base for high school students
from the district interested in applying
to a U.S. service academy.

For more information, contact the
Congressman’s office at 305-225-6866.

Congressman’s first nominee
graduates from West Point

Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart meets with Warren Lally, 22, who graduated from West Point in May.
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