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Reminiscent of Mount Rushmore,
Thomas Jefferson’s bust was featured at a
kickoff party on Sept. 21 for Actors’
Playhouse patrons and supporters.
Hosted by Novecento Coral Gables, the
statue of Jefferson came courtesy of
Mayor Don Slesnick, who brought the
distinguished guest in honor of the
opening production of the season, 1776.

1776 is a musical that follows the birth
of our nation and the writing of the
Declaration of Independence. Guests at
the celebration enjoyed a special pre-
show live performance from the cast of
1776 against a stunning backdrop of
downtown Coral Gables in the open-air
patio of Novecento on Alhambra Plaza.

A star-studded cast of 25 — including
Carbonell award-winning actors GGaarryy
MMaarraacchheekk as John Adams, DDaavviidd  KKeelllleeyy as
Thomas Jefferson, and KKeenn  CClleemmeenntt as
Benjamin Franklin — entertained the
crowd with humorous numbers like Sit
Down, John, The Lees of Old Virginia and a
moving piece titled Momma, Look Sharp.

Among the many attending the affair
were State Sen. GGwweenn  MMaarrggoolliiss,,  former
Gables Mayor DDoorrootthhyy    and JJaacckk
TThhoommssoonn; EEddddiiee  CCuuttttiillaass of Bacardi USA
and his wife, RRaannddii;;  Dr. LLaarrrryy  KKeesssslleerr;;
JJeeaannnneetttt  SSlleessnniicckk;;  LLiilliiaa  GGaarrcciiaa;;  JJiimm
HHuuttttoonn;;  Dr. LLaawwrreennccee  EE..  SStteeiinn,, chair of
the board for Actors’ Playhouse, and
wife, BBaarrbbaarraa  SS..  SStteeiinn,, executive produc-
ing director; DDaavviidd  AArriissccoo,, artistic direc-
tor, and, of course, the host of the
evening, PPaassccaall  BBiillllaarrdd, chief operating
manager of Novecento Restaurant Coral

Gables.
Performances of 1776 will take place

Wednesday through Saturday at 8 p.m.
and Sunday at 2 p.m. through Oct. 19,
and Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and
Sunday at 2 p.m. from Oct. 24 to Nov. 2
at the Miracle Theatre in downtown
Coral Gables. Additional matinees are
Wednesday, Oct. 15, at 2 p.m., along with
pre-arranged student matinees at 10 a.m.
through the education department.

Gables Rotarians also laughed and
thoroughly enjoyed a preview perform-
ance during a recent Thursday luncheon
meeting at the Westin Colonnade before
opening night. On the eve of a national
election, this is a very timely musical that
serves to remind us with great humor of
the price paid for our liberty and our
right to vote.

Speaking of fun events, “Candy Land”
is an appropriate them for this year’s big
Coral Gables Chamber Holiday Party set
for Dec. 4 at the Biltmore Hotel. Save
that date. The affair serves many purpos-
es, not the least of which is to collect gifts
and raise funds for several local charities.

Event co-chair CCllaaiirree  LLaarrddnneerr notes
that several restaurants already have
signed up to participate in this fun-filled
evening that includes tastings provided
by some of South Florida’s best restau-
rants, caterers, and vendors. Guests will
have a chance to vote on their favorites
and prizes will be awarded. To raise addi-
tional funds for the charities, Lardner
expects to have a raffle as well as a small
silent auction with a few high-end items
that will go to the high bidder. Look for
more information on this as the date
nears.

Lardner is a busy lady these days.
Lardner, of FrameWorks, advises they
have purchased ValMar, an old estab-
lished framing store at 4150 SW 74 Ct.
FrameWorks is well known for its quality
framing that protects valuable art from
deterioration. By educating clients,

Lardner, her partner, Chris, and staff
have saved many pieces of art over the
years and this is something that they will
do as the new owners for ValMar.

Attention non-profit officers, chair-
men, fundraisers, advocates, meeting
planners and students. A Parliamentary
Procedures Course will be offered on
Saturday, Oct. 18,  9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., at
the Central Christian Church, 222
Menores Ave. in Coral Gables. The cost is
$25 in advance and $30 at the door. To
reserve a space, call MMaarryySSccuullll  BBrroowwnn,,
PRP, workshop chair, at 305-448-9928 or
JJooaann  MMeeaaddoorrss, president of SDPLU, at
305-383-0072.

The third annual Evensky & Katz Golf
Tournament will take place on Nov. 6,
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. This year’s
event — which will benefit UM
Advancement, Baptist Health South
Florida Foundation, Mount Sinai Neo-
Natal Unit, and the firm’s Motivated
Youth program — is being hosted at the
Biltmore Golf Course.

The event includes a breakfast, open-
ing of the driving range, barbecue lunch,
auction to benefit the charities, and for
those whose interests do not lie in golf,
spa services. Tickets are $200 per individ-
ual or $750 for a foursome.

For more information on the golf tour-
nament please contact Frances Villagomez
at <francesvillagomez@evensky.com>.

Attention runners and walkers, the
Honor Society of Bar and Gavel at the
University of Miami School of Law will
hold its ninth annual Race Judicata 5K
Walk/Run on Sunday, Oct. 12, at the Law
School campus. This year proceeds from
the race will benefit the UM-NSU Center
for Autism and Related Disorders (UM-
NSU CARD).

UM-NSU CARD provides free services
for children and adults of all levels of
intellectual functioning who have
autism, pervasive developmental disor-
ders, autistic-like disabilities, dual senso-
ry impairments, or sensory impairments
with other disabling conditions.

Race organizers have asked for partici-
pants to arrive by 7:30 a.m. to pick up
their T-shirts and race bib numbers. The
race begins promptly at 8 a.m. This year,
the race will be timed by Footworks
through its bib technology. Participants
are welcome to walk or run the course,
and food and refreshments will be served
afterwards. The top three women and
top three men will receive gift certificates
from Book Horizons. The top third-year
law student will win a $500 gift certificate
for the Kaplan PMBR Bar Review course.

To register for the race, go to
<www.active.com> and search for “Race
Judicata 5K.” Also, any inquiries may be
directed to

Actors’ Playhouse kickoff party has spirit of 1776

GLORIA’S GAB

Gloria Burns

Pictured at the Thomas Jefferson bust presentation are (l-r)State Sen. Gwen Margolis; actor David Kelley;
Dr. Lawrence E. Stein, Actors’ Playhouse board chair; for Coral Gables Mayor Dorothy Thomson and Coral
Gables Mayor Don Slesnick.
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Whether it’s skiing, hiking, fishing or simply relaxing, you will find the 

perfect setting on this side of the Smoky Mountains! We also provide
Honeymoon Packages, including Roses, Champagne and a Gift

Certificate for Dinner at the Cherokee Grill, when you book online as
well. Coming soon, you will be able to buy Dollywood tickets at the same
time the property is booked so you and your family don’t have to wait in 
line at the park. Minutes from Downtown Gatlinburg, Smoky Mountains

National Park, Pigeon Forge, Dollywood and other attractions!
Cloud 333 features:  • Mountain View • Pet Friendly 

• Wrap-a-Round Deck with Gazebo • Bar BQ • Board Games 
• Wood Fireplace • 3 Bedrooms/2 Baths • Sofa bed • Pool table • Large Covered Hot Tub • Multiple TVs 

• CD-Stereo / DVD & VCR • W/D • Coming soon... Internet Access!  $75 - $125 per night. Get ready and book your
vacation NOW... Book right online and check the realtime availability calendar which is always updated with each reservation.

<www.rentmymountaintopcondo.com> or <www.jgnvr.com>
or call 1-941-704-3699
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