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Do you enjoy going into a restau-
rant and finding the air clean and free
of cigarette and cigar smoke? Do you
appreciate the fact that our children
and grandchildren are in smaller class-
es, enabling them to receive more
attention from their teachers?

Well, guess what, if our state consti-
tution, as we just amended it, existed
when you and I added the classroom
size and no smoking in restaurants
amendments to the constitution, they
would not have passed.

What, you say? We went out and cov-
ered the entire state of Florida,
obtained tens of thousands of petition
signatures, petitioned for our Florida
Supreme Court’s approval of the
amendment’s wording, got it on the
ballot, and campaigned to see that suf-
ficient voters approved the amend-
ments. They did support the amend-
ments — and they became law.

That would not have happened
under our constitution as it just was
amended. You see we (not I) amended
our state constitution a few weeks ago
by approving Amendment 3 which
increased the percentage of votes
required to amend the constitution
from 50 percent plus one vote, to 60
percent plus one vote.

It seems the commercial with a
bunch of rowdy guys playing poker,
smoking cigars and kidding about the
ease of amending our constitution
fooled you into thinking that the
amendment was a good idea.

Sure we made a mistake and passed
the foolish “pig” amendment. Everyone
makes a mistake. And, perhaps we were
premature in passing the “bullet train”
amendment. Although, someday we
will see super fast trains run the length
of the state.

Where did we go wrong you ask? First,
we watched TV, read the papers, listened
to the radio, and took as gospel the
“pitch” being presented in those 30-sec-
ond or one minute commercials.
Remember to ask yourself, when listening
to one of these commercials, who paid for
it and what are they going to get out of it?

Let’s talk about Amendment 3 that
passed with 58 percent of the voters
approving the amendment. The funny
thing is that if the amendment, as pro-
posed, already was in our constitution,
it would not have passed. It would need
60 percent of the vote, and it only got
58 percent.

So why was it “sold” to us and who
benefited?

Members of the Florida House of
Representatives and Senate, who, like
most other elected officials, want our
support when running for office. Once
in, they want us to leave them alone to
the run the state, the city, the county,
the nation, as they see fit — many times
for their personal benefit and not for
the good of the people.

The answer is simple, and obvious.
The members of our House and Senate
do not want us amending the constitu-
tion unless it is an item that benefits
them. Convincing us that restricting
ourselves to a 60 percent plus one vote
was for our benefit was designed to
reduce the voters’ ability to amend our
constitution. It is called “taking away
our control.”

And they were successful. Now the
question is — who benefits? Who put
up the big dollars to market the com-
mercials that “sold” us on selling our-
selves down the river? The answer is
obvious. They are the organizations and
businesses that benefit from lobbying
the legislature for laws that will make
their interests more profitable.

Their rule is to spend big dollars to
get their “boys” (and girls) elected.
They want legislators who will pass the
bills that will benefit their interests.
Their next rule is see to it that the voice
of the voters cannot be heard by mak-
ing it more difficult to change the rules
by which our state is governed. This is
accomplished by restricting our ability
to amend our constitution.

They were successful. We were
fooled into restricting our ability to
amend our constitution. It is not the
legislators’ constitution. It belongs to
the citizens of the State of Florida.

How do we get that “right” back?
We must go back out on the streets of
Florida. Get petitions signed amend-
ing the amendment back to 50 per-
cent plus one vote, get the wording
approved by the Florida Supreme
Court, raise money to market the
commercials to vote, get out on the
street at election day and see to it
that 60 percent plus one — not 50
percent plus one — vote for the
amendment. Talk about shooting
ourselves in the foot.

See what we did to ourselves by not
“looking behind” the commercials and
asking who benefits — special interests or
the residents of the great State of Florida?

We were bamboozled. Legislators,
shame on you for deceiving us. Shame
on us if we let them fool us again.

We appreciate your opinions on this col-
umn whether in agreement or disagreement.
Please send your comments to (fax number)
305-662-6980 or email to <rkbluh@commu-
nitynewspapers.com>. The opinions expressed
in this column are not necessarily those of this
newspaper, its editors or publisher.
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