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‘Jewish Pavarotti’ to sing
at Bet Shira Congregation

BY SUSAN LICHTMAN

Cantor Alberto Mizrahi, known as
the “Jewish Pavarotti” to audiences
across the nation, will give his only
South Florida concert this year at Bet
Shira Congregation, 7500 SW 120th St.,
on Sunday, Dec. 3, at 7:30 p.m.

A great cantor and a great musician,
Mizrahi is one of today’s leading inter-
preters of the Hebrew liturgy, as well as
a versatile stage performer trained in
the classical secular repertoire.

The son of an Auschwitz survivor,
Mizrahi was born in Greece to a poor
family. His mother, who once studied at
the famous Odeon Music School in
Athens, imbued in him a love of music
from an early age. He also vividly recalls
the day his father took him to the
movies to see Mario Lanza star in The
Life of Caruso.

“I heard that voice and I was
hooked,” he said. “I never dreamed a
person could make such magic.”

Both of his parents had excellent
voices and in recognizing talent in their
son, made the ultimate sacrifice and left
their country to come to the United
States in 1956 when Mizrahi was 8 years
old. While other boys dreamed of
becoming  professional  athletes,
Mizrahi remained focused on opera.

They lived in Cleveland, OH, where
Mizrahi received scholarships to attend
Cleveland’s Jewish day schools. At 16,
he was encouraged to consider a career
as a cantor.

After high school, Mizrahi’s fascina-
tion with music really blossomed when
he enrolled in the Chicago Musical
College. He moved to New York to
study at the Cantors’ Institute of the
Jewish Theological Seminary. Mizrahi’s
years in New York also provided him
with the opportunity to hone his skills
as a secular performer.

Though he received conservatory-
style training in voice, musicology,
music theory and sight singing at the
Jewish Theological Seminary, he would
attend performances at the
Metropolitan Opera regularly, and was
inspired by some of the greatest per-
formers of the day — Richard Tucker,
Franco Corelli, Birgit Nilsson and, of
course, Luciano Pavarotti.

“For many vyears, I walked a
tightrope between opera and the can-
torate,” Mizrahi said in a recent inter-
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view. “I was known from day one as ‘the
cantor who sings operatically.” My role
models were Richard Tucker and Jan
Peerce, cantors who became opera
stars.”

During his career, Mizrahi has
served several congregations in the U.S.
and for many years has been cantor at
Chicago’s conservative Congregation
Anshe Emet. He has appeared as a
guest cantor throughout the U.S,,
Europe and Israel.

Mizrahi has numerous recordings,
including The Gates of Justice, Jewish
Mousic of the Dance, Klezmer Concertos and
Encores and Introducing the World of
American Jewish Music, an extensive,
multi-year recording project created
through a partnership with Naxos of
America and the Milken Archive of
American Jewish Music.

Funds raised through Mizrahi’s
appearance will insure that Bet Shira
continues as an innovative, community-
oriented congregation. The minimum
donation for Sponsors is $180 per ticket
and $72 for Patrons. Sponsors and
Patrons may join Mizrahi following the
concert at a dessert reception. General
admission tickets are $36, and $18 for
students and seniors.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit <www.betshira.org>
or call 305-238-2601.
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State-of-the-art equipment | Group fitness | Baskethall | Racquetball | Swimming pool | Kids” Klub - babysitting™ | And more!

DORAL | 800.604.6745

KENDALL | 800.606.1854

MIAMI GARDENS | 800.606.2032
SOUTH MIAMI | 800.608.8771
MIAMI WEST | 800.606.9720
SOUTH DADE | 800.608.5670
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1 DAY PASS

Come into LA Fitness® Sports Clubs and redeem this Seven
Consecutive Days Pass. Sales presentation tour required.
Other memberships may be presented. Redeemable by
non-members only. Must be 18 years of age or older, a
local resident and show valid I.D. One pass per person, per
year. Pass activation hours 8am to 8pm. Facilities and
classes vary from club to club. Leagues extra. Not available
for resale or redeemable for cash. *Extra charge for some

CATEAIES: T3 LIMITED TIME OFFER.

Photos herein depict a typical facility, some locations will vary. LA
Fitness® Sports Clubs are registered in the state of Florida as a
health studio. Registration numbers HS-4516, HS-4516, HS-4934, HS-
5819, HS-5681 & HS-4217. © 2006 L.A. Fitness International, LLC.
All rights reserved.
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Visit one of South Florida’s Leading
Dermatologists for Specialized Professional Care

e Botox
e CONTOUR Threadlift
¢ Restylane, Collagen & Sculptra
e Treatment of Skin Cancer
e Photo Rejuvenation With IPL
e Laser Hair Removal
¢ Sclerotherapy
¢ Aesthetician Services-now offering
eyelash tinting and perming
e Endermologie Cellulite Treatment

CENTER Judith E. Crowell, MD
FOR 7800 SW 87th Avenue
Cosmetic Suite C300
ENHANCEMENT 305-274-0221

Weekend hours available




