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BY SUSAN FUHRMAN

Lettie Bien, a former president of
the Coral Gables Chamber of
Commerce, will speak to the Coral
Gables Area Democratic Club on
Tuesday, Nov. 28, 7 p.m., at the
Coral Gables Youth Center, 405
University Dr.

Bien assumed the position of pres-
ident/CEO of the Coral Gables
Chamber of Commerce on Apr. 1,
2002. Prior to that she was an attorney
and a certified court mediator with
her own private practice. She is a past
chairman of the Military Affairs
Council of the Greater Miami
Chamber of Commerce and a found-
ing member of the Miami-Dade
Defense Alliance.

Bien is a frequent speaker on the
topic of community economic devel-
opment and military matters. She is
an active member of numerous com-
munity organizations such as the
Coral Gables Community
Foundation, Actors’ Playhouse at the
Miracle Theatre Advisory Board and

the Greater Miami Tennis
Foundation. She also serves on the
City of Coral Gables Emergency
Management Board.

Bien is a colonel an U.S. Army
Reserve where she is a civil affairs spe-
cialist in Army Special Operations
Command. She is in her 29th year in
the service, combined between active
duty and reserves.

She served as the U.S. Senior
Advisor/Senior Consultant to the
Iraqi Ministry of Industry and
Minerals in Baghdad. Iraqi Interim
Government Prime Minister, Ayad
Allawi, appointed Bien to serve on
the National Privatization
Commission because of her expertise
with Iraqi state-owned enterprises.

She earned her Juris Doctor
degree from the University of Miami
Law School. Bien received a bache-
lor’s degree in Government and
Psychology from Florida State
University and a Master of Arts in
Public Administration and
Management from Webster University
in St. Louis.
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